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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to "A Parcel self servicing machine" filed on 
February 7, 2001. Claims 1-72 are pending in the current application. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The examiner is considering the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1-72 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gary 
Ramsden (464) et al. (US Patent Number 5,481,464) hereinafter referred to as 
Ramsden (464) in fiirther view of Gary Ramsden (014) et al.(US Patent Number 
6,105,014) hereinafter referenced as (Ramsden (014) . 



As Per Claim 1: 

A postal item check-in system comprising 
a control unit having 
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a central data processing unit, (fig 5, elements 102, CPUnit) 
data storage means, (fig 5, elements 102, CPUnit) 

means for communicating information to a customer, (fig 5, elements 102, 
CPUnit) 

means for receiving information from a customer to the control unit, 
means for communicating with a global computer network, and (fig 5, 
elements 102, CPUnit) 

means for OCR (optical character recognition), 
the system further comprising 

a payment device for receiving payment from a customer, the operation of said 
payment device being controlled by the control unit, and (col.2, lines 43-45; payment 
identity information) 

a printing device being enabled to print a postal delivery address, the operation of 
said printing device being controlled by the control unit, (fig 2, element 26; printer) 
the control unit being enabled to look up delivery addresses in a database comprising 
valid postal delivery addresses, validate a user-provided address, and control the 
operation of the printing device according to the validated address, and the control unit 
further being enabled to receive commands fi"om a customer via the global computer 
network, (CPU) 

the means for OCR being enabled to read a text on an item delivered to the system and 
conmiunicate a content of the text to the central data processing unit. (fig5, element 102; 
CPU). 
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As Per Claims 2-4: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Identity information for the customer; (col. 2, lines 43-45) 
As Per Claim 5: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Electronic scale; (fig 2, element 22) 
As Per Claim 6: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Guide track roll under weight device; (fig3, element 46 & 76) 
As Per Claims 7-8, 62: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Card reader; (fig 2, element 30) 
As Per Claims 9-10: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Printer; (fig 3, element 90) 
As Per Claims 11-14, 30-32: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Printed on platform; (fig 1 , element 20) 
As Per Claims 15, 20: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Magnetic card reader, (fig2, element 30) 
As Per Claim 16: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 
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• Accepting payment from customer, (col2, lines 43-47) 
As Per Claims 17-19, 22, 29, 34, 42, 59, 60, 61: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Central Processing Unit (fig5, element 102) 
As Per Claim 21: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Security, (fig 3, element 50) 
As Per Claims 23, 27-28, 39, 40: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 
In regards to figure 3: 

• Inner Doors and Closing Doors (52, 54,56) 

• Pivot point (68) 

• First and Second links connected to inner doors (64,66,70,72) 

• Motor that operates in rotary direction (58) 

• Guide structure that guides the parcel on the tracks (46,48) 

• Storage area (14) 

• Col 4, 47-65, describes the mechanical mechanism. 
As Per Claims 24, 41: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Input/Output devices throughout the system ;(col. 5, 50-53) 

• Electronic Scale; (fig 1, element 22) 
As Per Claim 25: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 
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• Scale; (fig 10, element 22) 
As Per Claim 26: 

Ramsden 464 discloses: 

• Conveyor; (fig 10, element 242) 

• Scale; (fig 10, element 22) 

• CPU, (fig 102) 

• Storage area (fig3, element 14) 



As Per Claim 35, 44, 54: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

An item check-in system comprising 

a control unit having (Micro Processor; fig 17, element 382) 
a central data processing unit, (CPU; fig 5, element 102) and 
data storage means, 

means for communicating with a global computer network, (CPU; fig 5, element 
102) and 

means for OCR (optical character recognition), 
the system further comprising 

an item receiving unit having (Input, element 386) 

a cylinder shell part defining an interior cavity of said part, the shell part having 
an opening defined therein for allowing items to pass between the exterior and the 
interior of said part, the cylinder shell part being arranged pivotally about a substantially 
vertical axis of symmetry of said cylinder shell part, 
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a front plate part being fixedly arranged and having an opening defined therein for 
allowing items to pass the front plate part, 

the cylinder shell part and the front plate part being arranged in close proximity in 
such a way that the openings of said parts at a receiving angular position of the cylinder 
shell part are aligned so as to allow for items to pass both openings and so that the 
opening of said front plate part at one or more discharge angular positions of the cylinder 
shell part is closed by the cylinder shell part, 

the item receiving unit ftirther having drive means for turning the cylinder shell 
part between said angular positions, the operation of the drive means being controlled by 
the control unit, 

the control unit further being enabled to receive commands from a customer via 
the global computer network, 

the means for OCR being enabled to read a text on an item delivered to the system 
and communicate a content of the text to the central data processing unit. 
Ramsden (464) discloses: 

• Inner Doors and Closing Doors (52, 54,56) 

• Pivot point (68) 

• First and Second links connected to inner doors (64,66,70,72) 

• Motor that operates in rotary direction (58) 

• Guide structure that guides the parcel on the tracks (46,48) 

• Storage area (14) 

• Conveyor Belt (fig 16, elements 338, 340) Mounted to outer housing by 
pivotal assembly (col. 12, lines42-47) 
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Ramsden (014) teaches how the system is programmed to interface with 
customers by providing the programming input via the program input device (col. 18, 
hnes 52-55) and by describing the pivot moxmted to the hinge (col. 17, lines 39-41). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Ramsden (464) method and system in 
conjunction with Ramsden (014) method and system to emulate a invention that deals 
with automatic parcel shipping machine, which additionally verifies the products data 
and its origin. 

As Per Claims 36-38, 72: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

• Weighting system; (fig 13 &14, elements 310 and 356) 

• Weighting system; (col. 1 7, lines 21-30) 

• Conveyor Belt; (fig 13 and 14, elements 340) 

As Per Claims 43, 55: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 
A method of performing customer check-in of postal items using a system according to 
any of the preceding claims, the method comprising the following steps: 

the customer enters relevant data to the system via a global computer network, 

fig5, element 102, CPU) 

the customer enters the postal item into an item receiving unit, (fig 1 7, element 
386) 
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the customer identifies himself, 

the customer pays for the postal service using a payment device of the system, 

and 

a printing device controlled by the control unit prints a delivery address, (fig 18 A, 
element 534, print label) 

As Per Claim 45: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

• Print Label (fig 1 8A, element 534) 

As Per Claim 46: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

• Package Weight and Dimension Measurements (fig ISA, elements 514) 

As Per Claims 47-48: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

• Conveyor Beh (fig 16, elements 338, 340) 

As Per Claim 49: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

• Identification Information (fig 18A, element 506) 
As Per Claims 50-53, 56: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 
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• Accepting and storing parcels and packages (fig 1 1 and 12, element 312, 
314,318) 

As Per Claim 57-58: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

• Receipt Printer (fig 5, element 26) 

As Per Claims 63-71: 

Ramsden (014) discloses: 

• Services Personnel Input (fig 21, element 386) 

• Validating Steps (fig 1 8B, fig 19 and fig 22) 

Conclusion 

The prior art that was sited hasn't been used in conducting a decision but has been 
considered pertinent to the applicant's disclosure. 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number where the 
application is being process is (703) 872-9306. 

If for any reason the examiner is unavailable, the immediate supervisor, John Weiss can 
be reached at (571) 272-6812. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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C/0 Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



